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Winter Highlights

By: Sara Pittinaro
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few visitors.Santa Claus made a surprise visit on the day ofabuistmas
Party and came bearing gifts. We were excited to see Santa adew days|
before Christmas. Also for the holidays watchedHow the Grinch Stole
Christmasand made gingerbread housdsveryone made their own special
ornament for the Christmasee, along with some festive Christmas crafts.
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Out & About

By: Jaime Pallack

The Boy Scouts made a few spevisits with a different activity each time.
We made lanterns and hung them up around the facility. We learned ab
healthy foods, nutrition, and the food pyramid. Véksolearned abouthe
solar system and planets. We enjolaying games when the Boy Scouts
come.We played a game where we learned about our gegmd their likes
and interests.

During the cold weather, we try to get out
and about as much as possible to avoid the
winter blues. Wehave been venturing out
and going shopping at the local malls such
the Mills and Clearview in Butler. We enjoy
going in to Bath and Body Works and
enjoying the scents of the different candles
and lotions. Most times we will stroll down
to Rural King anbbok at the baby ducks the
have for sale and, of course, get some
popcorn! And always, before we leave, we
take a break and get a pretzel snack from
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Anotherrecentvisitor was George Casselberry. He came in to share his
harmonica skills with us. George is galfight and has been playing for ove
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We celebrated the Super Bowl and monthly birthdays with pizza parties.
learned about sea creatures, made sea creature crafts, all while wishing
warmer days. Luckily, there were a few @iftseason days we we able to
enjoy the outdoors.
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you can often catch us at the local library
reading books, working on puzzles, enjoyi
the activity table, and socializing.

Continuing with our culinary skills, we hit the kitchen to make rice crispy
snow balls, bear toast, puppy chow, a king cake for Mardi Gras, and had
French fry bar.

We were able to keep pretty busy for the cold winter manitiNVe are all
definitely looking forward to spring so we can use all of wonderful
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We also try to go out to lunch at least once
a week, usually Fridays and we typically gc
to Eat N Park. It has a wide menu variety a

Our newsletter is a great place to check out photos and learn 0 KSNEQ 4 azZYSUKAYy3 ¥
i OA AAT OO xEAOB80 EADPDPAT EI C 1 from. Sometimes we step out of our norma
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events, photos, and more. them a laugh!
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Continued on Page 2

www.facebook.com/AustinsPlacePA
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laughs along with lots of strikes and spares and high fives!

We have found some great ways to combat those pesky winter blues! But werexcited for once the cold
weather breaks, we can start going back to the local area parks to swing and slide and go for walks!
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into the community, but we are also focusing on bringing n
and exciting projects to the facility for the clients to enjoy

The newest addition to the campus came in the fall of 201¢
the form of a zidine, which was installed behind the pool
area. The ziline added to the expansion of outdoor
therapeutic equipment, which also includes the installation
two additionalswings in the same area as the-kige.

The Outdoor Therapeutic Center has been a staple in our
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felt it was necessary to expamgbon the center by adding the
additional swings and the zlme, giving our clients more
options and new equipment to enjoy.
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share exciting details about our new Greenhouse and
outdoor MusicTherapy Center coming later thepring

Asking Ally ;. s

All About Ally
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Township and went to school at Seneca Valley. She also has a
younger brother.
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A Color: Pink & Purple

Food: Pizza

Activity: Swimming

Holiday: Christmas

Vacation Spot: Disney World

Have something you want to Ask Ally?
Email us at info@austinsplace.org and
your question might be included in an
upcoming newsletter!
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Nick volunteer€EVERWeek. He dusts the sanctuary at East Union Presbyterian Churc
every Tuesday, and helps with Meals on Wheels at Glade Run Presbyterian Church €
Friday. Above, Nick is helping out at the West Deer Food Bank (which he does montf
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A Our United Wayontribution code/book number for donations is 12820486

A Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Austin's Place when you shop

at: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/471066002
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GIVIng BaCk By: Sam Lang
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giving back to the community we love. We saw this winter as an opportunity to volunteer, dc
everything from Meals on Wheels to spaghelitiners. Every dayrain, snow or shinewe were
out there doing what we could to help out.

One of the ways we did that was by working with the wonderful volunteers at Meals on Whe
Every week, Nicgackedup lunches for the people of Butler Countye Even made some friends
in other volunteers, who all looked forward to seeing Nick each and every Friday.

Local churches are one of the main places we currently volunteer. In addition to helping to ¢
the church weekly, we algaut together gift bagg$or kids in the community, as well as set up fo
a few spaghetti dinners. Patch, Ally, Jenny, and many others came ready to work and alway
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few games of bagkball; but not before the work was done!

We had such a great time this winter, getting out there and giving back to the community
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felt good volunteering, had sonfan, and made so many friends! We look forward to continuir
to get out there and give a little back, especially in warmer weather.




