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Winter Highlights    
By: Sara Pittinaro 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ.  We even had a 
few visitors. Santa Claus made a surprise visit on the day of our Christmas 
Party and came bearing gifts.  We were excited to see Santa come a few days 
before Christmas. Also for the holidays, we watched How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas and made gingerbread houses. Everyone made their own special 
ornament for the Christmas tree, along with some festive Christmas crafts.   

The Boy Scouts made a few special visits with a different activity each time.   
We made lanterns and hung them up around the facility.  We learned about 
healthy foods, nutrition, and the food pyramid.  We also learned about the 
solar system and planets. We enjoy playing games when the Boy Scouts 
come. We played a game where we learned about our peers and their likes 
and interests.  

Another recent visitor was George Casselberry.  He came in to share his 
harmonica skills with us.  George is self-taught and has been playing for over 
нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  IŜ ŜǾŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ /5ǎΗ  IŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ {ƘŜΩƭƭ .Ŝ /ƻƳƛƴΩ 
ΨwƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ¸ŀƴƪŜŜ 5ƻƻŘƭŜΣ hƴ ¢ƻǇ hŦ hƭŘ {ƳƻƪŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳ !ǊŜ 
My Sunshine. We especially love havƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΦ 

We celebrated the Super Bowl and monthly birthdays with pizza parties.  We 
learned about sea creatures, made sea creature crafts, all while wishing for 
warmer days.  Luckily, there were a few out-of-season days we were able to 
enjoy the outdoors.  

Continuing with our culinary skills, we hit the kitchen to make rice crispy 
snow balls, bear toast, puppy chow, a king cake for Mardi Gras, and had a 
French fry bar. 

We were able to keep pretty busy for the cold winter months.  We are all 
definitely looking forward to spring so we can use all of wonderful 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΦ 

 

 

Our newsletter is a great place to check out photos and learn 
ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÁÔ !ÕÓÔÉÎȭÓ 0ÌÁÃÅȦ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÁÌÓÏ 
ȬÌÉËÅȭ ÏÕÒ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ÐÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÕÐ-to-date with information, 

events, photos, and more. 

www.facebook.com/AustinsPlacePA 

Out & About  
By: Jaime Pallack 

During the cold weather, we try to get out 
and about as much as possible to avoid the 
winter blues. We have been venturing out 
and going shopping at the local malls such as 
the Mills and Clearview in Butler. We enjoy 
going in to Bath and Body Works and 
enjoying the scents of the different candles 
and lotions. Most times we will stroll down 
to Rural King and look at the baby ducks they 
have for sale and, of course, get some 
popcorn! And always, before we leave, we 
take a break and get a pretzel snack from 
!ǳƴǘƛŜ !ƴƴŜΩǎΦ 

LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭƭΣ 
you can often catch us at the local library 
reading books, working on puzzles, enjoying 
the activity table, and socializing.  

 We also try to go out to lunch at least once 
a week, usually Fridays and we typically go 
to Eat N Park. It has a wide menu variety and 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ 
from.  Sometimes we step out of our normal 
routine and even surprise our staff and give 
them a laugh!  

Continued on Page 2 



 
  

hǳǘ ϧ !ōƻǳǘ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 

[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ CŀƳƛƭȅ .ƻǿƭ !ǿŀȅ ƛƴ .ǳǘƭŜǊ ǘƻƻΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ 
laughs along with lots of strikes and spares and high fives!  

We have found some great ways to combat those pesky winter blues! But we are very excited for once the cold 
weather breaks, we can start going back to the local area parks to swing and slide and go for walks!  

 

Christmas and Mardi Gras were fun winter holiday celebrations! 

 

 



 
  

Arou nd AP  By: Megan Adams 
!ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǳǘ 
into the community, but we are also focusing on bringing new 
and exciting projects to the facility for the clients to enjoy.  

The newest addition to the campus came in the fall of 2019 in 
the form of a zip-line, which was installed behind the pool 
area. The zip-line added to the expansion of outdoor 
therapeutic equipment, which also includes the installation of 
two additional swings in the same area as the zip-line.   

The Outdoor Therapeutic Center has been a staple in our 
ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ Řŀȅǎ όǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎύ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƛƴ нлмтΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ 
felt it was necessary to expand upon the center by adding the 
additional swings and the zip-line, giving our clients more 
options and new equipment to enjoy.   

{ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎ LǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
share exciting details about our new Greenhouse and 
outdoor Music Therapy Center coming later this spring! 

 

 Asking Ally  By: Ally Ambrizana 
All About Ally 

aŜŜǘ !ƭƭȅΗ hƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ something going 
ƻƴ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ψ!ƭƭ !ōƻǳǘ !ƭƭȅΦΩ 

!ƭƭȅΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀ aŀǊƛŜ !ƳōǊƛȊŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ƘŜǊ 
ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ нпΗ !ƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ /ǊŀƴōŜǊǊȅ 
Township and went to school at Seneca Valley. She also has a 
younger brother. 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭȅΩǎ CŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
Á Color: Pink & Purple 
Á Food: Pizza 
Á Activity: Swimming 
Á Holiday: Christmas 
Á Vacation Spot: Disney World 

 

Her ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ Place ς all of the staff is so nice! 

 
 

Have something you want to Ask Ally? 
Email us at info@austinsplace.org and 
your question might be included in an 
upcoming newsletter! 

 

mailto:info@austinsplace.org


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Nick volunteers EVERY week. He dusts the sanctuary at East Union Presbyterian Church 
every Tuesday, and helps with Meals on Wheels at Glade Run Presbyterian Church every 
Friday. Above, Nick is helping out at the West Deer Food Bank (which he does monthly). 

5ƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΗ You contribution is truly appreciated. 100% of donations received will go toward providing 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΦ 

Á Our United Way contribution code/book number for donations is 12820486  

Á Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Austin's Place when you shop 
at: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-1066002.  

¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ t! 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ōȅ Ŏŀƭƭing 1-800-732-0999. 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƭȅ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘΦ DƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŘǳŎǘƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ the fullest extent permitted by law. 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-1066002


 
 
  

Giving Back  By: Sam Lang 
IŜǊŜ ŀǘ !ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǇ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
giving back to the community we love. We saw this winter as an opportunity to volunteer, doing 
everything from Meals on Wheels to spaghetti dinners. Every day - rain, snow or shine - we were 
out there doing what we could to help out. 

One of the ways we did that was by working with the wonderful volunteers at Meals on Wheels. 
Every week, Nick packed up lunches for the people of Butler County. He even made some friends 
in other volunteers, who all looked forward to seeing Nick each and every Friday.  

Local churches are one of the main places we currently volunteer. In addition to helping to clean 
the church weekly, we also put together gift bags for kids in the community, as well as set up for 
a few spaghetti dinners. Patch, Ally, Jenny, and many others came ready to work and always left 
ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘΦ aƻǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǘΣ ǿŜΩŘ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǳǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
few games of basketball; but not before the work was done! 

We had such a great time this winter, getting out there and giving back to the community 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ 
felt good volunteering, had some fun, and made so many friends! We look forward to continuing 
to get out there and give a little back, especially in warmer weather.  

 

 

 

  


